






GRADE THE DOG GRADE THE JOINT Overall 
severity 
(highest 
grade)

CMI Discomfort Posture Motion
Pain upon 

manipulation
Physical 

examination
Radiographs

Overall 
severity Description STAGE of 

OA

PRECLINICAL

No risk factors apparent 0 
“At risk”: At least one predisposing factor for OA apparent

e.g. breed predisposition, joint injury, obesity, intense activity and/or
radiographic signs of  dysplasia or joint trauma

1 

MILD 2 
MODERATE 3 
SEVERE 4 

Most 
severe 

Less 
severe 


